for local marke

By FLORENCE MUGARULA
National Housing and
uilding Research Agency
(NHBRA) is conducting re-
search on the possibility of
using bamboo poles for the
manufacture of doors, window and roof-

ing materials.

The agency is also conducting stud-
ies on the construction of dome houses
in some of the regions in the country as
well as using soil to make doors.

The NHBRA Director General, Dr
Matiko Mturi, told the 'Sunday News'
during an exclusive interview yesterday
that among the duties of the agency in-
clude researching for affordable building
materials, improving housing for middle
and low income people, to offer advice
and improving housing standards.

- He said the agency is still research-
ing on the new technology and that the
study may take up to three years.

"In that case, people will be required
to invest in bamboo farming because
they will be needed as low cost tools for
manufacturing building materials,” he
said. He added: "The idea here is to make
sure that all local materials are utilised
fully.”

According to Dr Mturi, the agency
is carrying on with many researches on
low cost building materials in collabora-
tion with the Commission for Science
and Technolegy (Costech) and some
members of the private sector.

"The public -will be informed on
each and every step we make. We are
looking forward to helping people to live
in modern houses at a low cost," said Dr
Mturi.

He said there has been an increase
of shortage of houses as years roll on
and that NHBRA thinks there is a
need to come up with a solution,
which must involve the construc-
tion of low cost houses. :

He said in 1969 the shortage
of houses in the country stood at
21,000 units, in 1974 the number
grew to 25,000. He added that the 2012
census shows that Tanzania needs at
least three million houses for its people.

"We are facing a big challenge. The
shortage of houses has been increasing
every year. NHBRA is aware of the situ-
ation and that is why we are carrying on
with research so that we can come up
with a solution to the challenge," said Dr
Mituri.

Dr Miuri added that the agency
has been advising the public on how to
use low cost building materials so that
they manage to build more modern and
stronger houses.

He said the agency has been en-
gaged in researching on low cost build-
ing materials and that many people have
already benefitted from their studies.

"We have managed to conduct stud-
ies and come up with low cost bricks.
These are produced from clay soil and

bamboo farming because
they will be needed as low
cost tools for manufacturing
building materials,” he said.
He added: "The idea here is
to make sure that all local

~ materials are utilised fully."

a little amount of cement. They are du-
rable and strong. Many people are using
them now," he said. :

He added that there is no need for
Tanzanians to live in poor houses since

“they are surrounded by materials that

could help produce bricks.

Continues on pg 3
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